1. The recent proliferation of shape theories ([l] , [3] , [5] , [7] , fe], [9] , [ll] ) suggests the desirability of a unified treatment of their common features.
This note is primarily a study of aspects of shape theory that can be dealt with in terms of category theory; many of our definitions and theorems contain no topologya
If A is a category, X £ A will mean that X is an object of A and / £ A(X, Y) will mean that / is a morphism of A with domain X and codomain
Y. If X £ A, AX will denote the identity morphism in A(X, X). If B is a subcategory of A and X £ A, let A(X, B) denote the class of morphisms of
A with domain X and codomain an object of B: A(X, B) = UiA(X, Q)\ Q £ 161, §4] (see also [7] and fe]). (1) T is weakly continuous.
(2) T is Y-continuous.
Proof that (1) T is E-continuous at X.
Proof that (2) 
